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A Message from Our Head of School

Dear Friends,

We hope you are well and safe as we prepare for a New Year, 2022.
The 20-21 school year was a year no one had ever experienced, but together, we made significant progress in
moving our school forward. In June 2021, we graduated 100 scholars, 88 received acceptance into college, 78
started college in September, and two went into the military.
Even with the pandemic knocking us, we moved forward and started the 2021-22 school year in person. Our
scholars, in all grades from 9th to 12th, have been present and will help make this a great year for our Law &
Social Justice Family. We did that with the help of our Board of Trustees, our families, scholars, and staff at
Law & Social Justice.
We continue to be partnered with Bronx Community College for our "College Now" program; many Seniors
are taking classes after our school day since September.
We are pleased to announce that we are now part of the National Education Equity Lab Project and will have
two college classes taught in our school during the school day, which will provide college credit for scholars
who take these courses. Arizona State University and Stanford University are providing those courses. This is
a unique opportunity for our scholars to take in high school college credit. and get 3 very transferable college
credits including a transcript from those colleges. We are one of a few "College in high school " schools. These
college credits will save our scholars thousands of dollars in costs when they enter college.
Our partnership with the College of Mount Saint Vincent School of Education will provide us with student
teachers again this year and our partnership with the New York Law School will expose students to the power
of law to promote social change while being taught by NYLS law students.
We continue to provide scholars with a high-quality education focused on a pathway
to college, careers in the legal profession, or areas of their interest, so depart with
many life skills. Law and Social Justice permeate everything we do, including social
action, law, elective courses, and college courses.We are continuing our plan to
become the #1 school in New York City.
I hope that as you read on, you will get to know the dedicated, passionate faculty,
supportive parents, and creative scholars who make our school great and help
support our community.

Richard Burke
Executive Director/HOS
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Dear Community Members and Friends,

The message of our annual report is that in this time of great challenge, our school, like this
community, can continue to thrive and grow.
Our school continues to serve its purpose, which is as clear to me today as when I first joined the
Board of Trustees. We provide our scholars with a nurturing and challenging educational experience
to develop their abilities, realize and fulfill their dreams, and lift their community in the process by
focusing on Social Justice and Law.
Our school was founded to believe that culture and curriculum focused on Law and Social Justice
could help this community break the school to jail pipeline that has become common in America
today. The Founders believed that providing this educational focus would help inner-city students
become civic-minded community leaders.
On any given day at The Charter High School for Law and Social Justice, you can see that purpose in
action. You see it in the eyes of a student who has a breakthrough and understands something they've
been struggling to grasp. You see it in the educators that go above and beyond to teach, support, and
uplift their students.
You can feel it when you sit in a class and watch our students engage, not only with each other but
also with a world of ideas. You hear it when you speak to parents and hear about the pride they have
in their children and the hope they have for their children's future.
We ask for your support, which will help transform the lives of the students who seek out our school
to overcome the barriers that society has put in their path.
We invite you to visit our school to see this work for yourself. I am thankful for the transformational
growth that I continue to witness as Board Chair.
Thank you for taking the time to read this and for your contributions and support.
Jack Callahan
Board Chair

WWW.CHSLSJ.ORG

1960 UNIVERSITY AVENUE, BRONX, NY, 10453

(347) 696 - 0042

PAGE 6

Mission

The Charter High School for Law and Social
Justice will provide students with a
comprehensive high school education and lay
the academic and social groundwork for success
in college and careers. Using a theme of law and
social justice, the School will engage, inspire,
and empower students, and will equip them
with the academic skills to earn a Regents
diploma and gain admission to the college of
their choice prepared for success. The School
will create a pathway for its students to law
school and careers as attorneys. The pathway
will include mentoring opportunities with law
students and attorneys and partnerships with
institutions of higher learning. These
institutions will offer college and law school
experiences to our students and share with them
the academic benchmarks and habits necessary
to gain entrance to college and law school.

WWW.CHSLSJ.ORG

Core Values

Excellence
We aim for excellence in everything we do. We
strive to achieve at high levels in everything we
do. We accept that failure is feedback.
Character
Belief in a commitment to the law and Social
Justice. We live by the example we set for others.
Our actions and our words are aligned.
Courage
We have the courage to succeed. Act with
Courage. We do what is right. We speak and live
in our truth. We are responsible for ourselves
and others. We take pride in all our endeavors.
Commitment
To self-improvement and Social Justice. We do
whatever it takes to take positive action to make
our dreams and the dreams of others happen.
We follow our vision without wavering.
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Vision
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Through college-aligned academics, career education, and
cultural enrichment of our students in the Bronx will
develop a mindset that achievement is the result of
effective effort and reflection. With this conviction, our
students will be committed to the law and social justice.
This viewpoint will empower them to improve the lives of
their fellow New Yorkers and contribute to the common
good. Our core values are infused into the everyday life of
our school. Our school holds these values in the highest
regard.
Excellence
Excellence drives everything we do. We maintain a laser
focus on high academic performance through continuous
improvement and innovation with the goal of making a
positive change in our world.
Student and Empowerment Centered
We cultivate and support a learning environment that
inspires and empowers each student to own their goals,
decisions, achievements, and lives.
Acceptance and Inclusion
We embrace our differences and strive to be nonjudgmental and inclusive by establishing compassionate
and respectful relationships that build self-worth and selfesteem.
Community and Social Responsibility
We are a school community that is interdependent and
supportive of each other. We carry this value to create a
greater community that will result in a better world.
Celebration
We take pride in our accomplishments. We recognize the
small and big achievements of staff, students, families.
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Achievements
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High School in Good Standing by SED
Department of Education SURVEY
98% responded positively to questions about
Strong Family-Community Ties
88% responded positively to questions about
Effective School Leadership
90% responded positively to questions about
Trust
92% of students feel safe
in the hallways, bathrooms, and cafeteria.

What's New @ CHSLSJ?
College in High School

College credit-bearing courses from top universities are brought
to high school classrooms at no cost to students.
1. Arizona State University/Harvard course, Poetry in America
Foundations of American Literature & Culture.
2. Stanford University, in collaboration with the National
Education Equity Lab, is pleased to offer Introduction to
Computer Science. This course will explore the fundamentals of
programming and software engineering. Students who pass
this course will receive college credits for FREE from Stanford
University, at no cost to them.
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Our Students at a Glance
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Our Institutional Partner, Shared Space PD

Shared Space PD was founded in 2014 by Izzy and Nicole Galante, a brothersister team with nearly 50 years of combined experience in education at all
levels--from PreK to Postsecondary teacher education.
Our vision is to bring shared learning experiences to as many classrooms as
we can so that more students can have access to rigorous, engaging
education. We are teachers for teachers.

New York Law School

NY Law School provides our Law curriculum and Law School Students to
teach in our classroom. They support our Law program through Law
students, curriculum, Our Summer Bridge Program, Moot Courts and legal
relationships.

College of Mount Saint Vincent

Founded by the Sisters of Charity of New York, the College of Mount Saint
Vincent is an academically excellent, authentically inclusive, independent
liberal arts college. Their school of Education provides Student teachers to
our school and also provides high-quality opportunities for professional
advancement, accomplishment, and service through graduate and
certificate programs.

W.E.B. Du Bois Scholars Institute

The WEB Du Bois Scholars Institute is a leadership development
organization for adolescents and secondary students from families and
communities who have experienced historical barriers to achievement and
opportunity. Our students attend their program at Princeton University
which involves STEM Enrichment programs.

United Federation of Teachers (UFT)

We have a strong working relationship with the UFT. Working together we
are improving instruction and success with our scholars.
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Partnerships

Bronx Community College
College Now Partner

Our scholars take college classes at BCC and receive college credit for those
courses saving them money when they enter college after graduation.
BCC is home to more than 40 academic programs that will prepare you to
continue your education at a four-year institution or begin your career.

National Education
Equity Lab Partner

CHSLSJ was chosen out of thousands of high schools to partner as a "college
in high school" Equity Lab Partner.
The National Education Equity Lab is forging a new relationship between
our nation’s colleges and high schools rooted in our belief that while talent is
evenly distributed, the opportunity is not. Equity Lab delivers college creditbearing courses into teacher-led high school classrooms across the country.
By enabling high school students from historically underserved
communities to take actual college courses from college professors,
students can build the skills — and confidence — needed to apply to and
thrive in college. Participating students earn widely-transferable college
credits, at no cost to them — and have access to mentorship and hands-on
support.

This year we have an Arizona State University 3 college credit and high
school credit, Poetry In America taught by a Harvard professor, and a 3
credit Stanford University Computer Science Course taught in our school
during our school day.

The Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History

Recently, we were selected to be a gilder Lehrman School, which is highly
competitive. Its mission is to promote the knowledge and understanding of
American history through educational programs and resources.
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School Events
Back to School Night

Climate Strike

Visit to the Apollo Theater

Moot Court at NY Law School

2021 Senior Hiking Trip
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School Events

Breast Cancer Awerness

Anti-Bullying @ LSJ

Backyard Social Justice Mural

2021 Graduation
More Pictures Here!

Setting Up a Working Garden at LSJ
Bronx Botanical Garden and Karen
Washington, The Urban Farmer
helped set up our healthy food program
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Anime Club

Art Club

Clubs
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Women's Empowerment

Investment Club

Flag Football - 2021 CSAA Champions!
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Fitness/Basketball Club

Clubs

Girls Basketball Team

PAGE 15

Volleyball Team

Baseball Club

Cheerleading
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African American & Latino
Art Masters
Work on Loan

Russell Goings has been a great friend to us. He has loaned an extensive collection of African Americans and Latino art
to display, believing that children of color should see their artists as prestigious and respected as Europeans. Some
pieces we will show were in the National Museum and Whitney.
Our school will use the art to develop our arts programs further, and our scholars will become docents.
Mr. Goings financed and assisted in the founding of Essence magazine. He was the second African American-owned
business listed on the NY Stock Exchange and the first African American manager of a New York Stock Exchange firm.
Goings also served as chairman of the Studio Museum in Harlem and was inducted into the Wall Street Hall of Fame
in 1999. Mr. Goings is also an author and recently published by Simon & Shuster, The Children of Children Keep
Coming.
"The Dance," Elizabeth Catlett, Linocut (Original)
Elizabeth Catlett was a 20th century African American artist who
focused on the African American woman's experience in the 1900s.

"The Lantern," Romare Bearden, Lithograph (Original)
Romare Bearden was an African-American artist, author, and songwriter.
He worked with many types of media including cartoons, oils, and
collages. Born in Charlotte, North Carolina, Bearden grew up in New York
City and Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and graduated from New York
University in 1935.

"Salome (John the Baptist)," Romare Bearden,
Screenprint on Paper (Original)
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20-21 Finances
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Board Members

Jack Callahan
Board Chair
Executive Committee Chair

Jumaane Saunders
Vice-Chair
Academic Committee Chair
Governance Committee Chair

Charmone Adams
Trustee

Christian Bannerman, MD
Trustee
Sarah Fuentes
Trustee

Linnet Tse
Treasurer
Finance Committee Chair

Richard Marsico
Trustee
Fundraising Committee Chair

Janine Azriliant
Secretary

Denis O'Rourke
Trustee
Daniel Sang
Trustee
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School Leadership

Richard Burke
Executive Director/Head of School
Liz Runco
Principal
Yarimil Alba
Assistant Principal of Humanities

Max Portugal
Director of Finance

Flo Buckman
Assistant Principal of Data
& Electives

Tashika Rawlins
Director of Guidance
& College Transition

Jose Ferrer
Assistant Principal of Culture
& PE & Foreign Language

German Reyes
Director of Operations

Brian Landin
Director of STEM & Health
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Vanessa Soler
Director of HR
Travis Stephens
Director of IT
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LEARNING THROUGH LAW,

STRIVING FOR JUSTICE

2021 GRADUATES
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